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6. What’s the problem? 
Age range: Primary 

Theme: We gather as a community for collective worship that is inspiring, invitational and inclusive, reflecting the 
fact that we are a part of a diverse school family and the wider church community. This term, we are warming up for 
the Summer Olympics by going back in time and revisiting some Olympic and Paralympic Games from the past. We 
will share inspirational stories which reflect the six Olympic values of Determination, Excellence, Inspiration, Courage, 
Friendship and Equality and use them to help us to think about what we can learn from them.  

How does this link to your school’s Christian vision & values? 
Many of the Olympic values are shared with those that are familiar to us in school, so throughout this term, we encourage 

you to link each week’s collective worship to your school vision – and the way that you live this out through your values. 
Today we are especially thinking about the value of Courage and feature the story of Hungarian athlete Karoly Takacs and what 
he overcame to compete in the 1948 London Olympics. 

Resources:  
• The PowerPoint slides are numbered with a point in the script so you can find your way, and the parts in bold show you 

where to click on to activate the next slide or animation. There are slides to go with today’s script, but you could quite easily 
use this collective worship without the PowerPoint if you preferred.  

• There is also an Olympic ‘passport’ that you can create using the reflection cards for each week, and to gather some 
thoughts from your children as you go along. This is in a separate file and could be easily constructed from an A4 or A5 
folder with plastic pockets, but will also be included in each week’s resources. You could ‘stamp’ your reflection card each 
week, just like you would a passport. There is space for this at the top of each card. Use as many as you have time for. 

• The introductory game features some much-loved Disney© favourites, using dilemmas from the stories to support 
children’s thinking about being courageous in the face of adversity. If you have the DVDs in school – or can borrow them – 
it would be great to use them as a visual in the starting quiz. For copyright purposes, we have inserted some copyright-
free pictures from Pixabay, which are as ‘Disney’ as we can get them! 

• Reflective prayer activity: This week, get very practical and find as many opportunities as you can to work together, 
especially to solve problems. 

Gathering:  
Slide 1: Use the new gathering words, which will be the same each week. 

• Leader: We are here together 

• ALL: May we ‘GO FOR GOLD!’ in our words and actions today! 
Engaging:  

• Slide 2: Today, we’re going to spend most of our assembly thinking about problems, and how 
we solve them. In a while, we’re going to hear some more about the Olympics, and a problem 
that an athlete faced, but first, here are some more familiar problems! Many of the movies that you 
love to watch have problems at their heart – when we talk about this in our English lessons, these 
problems called ‘dilemmas’. I have a problem, a ‘dilemma’, to read out to you….. See if you can guess 
which story it comes from [ask each teacher / child to read their card out, for assembled children to 
figure out. Show answer pictures on the screen. Some are more challenging than others, so select 
according to the age / interests of your pupils]  

• Slide 3: ‘What’s the problem?’  

• Let’s hear some familiar problems from some of our favourite movies…. Explore some scenarios from 
well-known Disney© films using the cards in this resource, on p.3-5 & slides 4-10 which reveal the 
answers. 

• Slide 11: I wonder how it feels to be faced with a problem – and then to find a solution, especially 
when we are supported by our friends? [talk together for a few moments]  

• The reason that we love so many of these stories – in books as well as in films – is that we love to hear 
how many different characters have solved problems that they faced. In A Bug’s Life, the ants learned to 
work together to stand up against the bullying grasshoppers….. A fairy godmother helped Cinderella 
around the problem of not being able to go to the ball….. Marlin (Nemo’s dad) learned how to take risks 
and trust others to help him find his son Nemo, lost in the Pacific Ocean…… King Triton learned that 

There is an accompanying PowerPoint for this assembly 
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loving someone sometimes means being willing to let them go….. and Humpty learned that ultimately 
friendship is worth more than the promise of golden eggs. [add your own versions of these if preferred] 

• Every day we face problems – most of them not as big as those we’ve heard about this morning – but 
the way in which we tackle little problems helps us to learn how to deal with bigger ones later in life. As 
human beings, we are designed for solving problems – quite simply, our brains are wired that way. Your 
teachers will tell you that we all learn and remember things better when we’ve had to figure out a 
solution to a problem than when we’ve been told how to do it. 

• Slide 12: Over the past few weeks, we’ve been thinking about stories from the Olympics and important 
shared values that lie at the heart of them – and today, we’re going to hear a story about someone who 
showed great courage in overcoming some very big problems. 

• Slide 13: We’re going to jump into our Olympic time machine again, and go back in time once more, to 
1940, but not to the Olympics – not yet!   

• The 1940 Olympics was supposed to take place in Tokyo, Japan, but in 1939 just as all the athletes were 
training hard, war broke out….World War II….. and the Olympics was cancelled.  

• Slide 14: This is Karoly Takacs – a Hungarian rapid-fire pistol shooter who was expected to win gold 
medal in the 1940 Olympics. He was the best in the world. He was also part of the Hungarian army and 
one day, whilst training with his army squad, a hand grenade exploded in Takacs’ right hand…..his pistol-
shooting hand. His He spent a month in hospital nursing his wounds and his broken Olympic dreams. 

• At this point most of us would’ve given up, but not Takacs. He knew that he could face – and overcome 
– this enormous problem, because giving up was not an option! He might not be able to use his right 
hand any more, but he still had a left hand that worked, and so he decided to teach himself to shoot 
with his left hand instead. For months, he practised in secret – no-one knew what he was doing. When 
he showed up at the Hungarian National Pistol Shooting Championships, everyone said how brave he 
was coming to watch a competition that he could no longer take part in. ‘I didn’t come to watch, I came 
to compete!’ he announced……and won! 

• His determination to overcome a very big problem had paid off. So, let’s fast-forward now…. 

• Slide 15: ….to the 1948 Olympics,  

• Slide 16: which were here in Britain…..in London in fact.  

• Slide 17: In 1948, Takacs was 38, which is old for an Olympic athlete, but once again, his attitude helped 
him overcome this problem too. If he could teach himself to shoot left-handed, then being 38 wasn’t 
going to stop him either! And so he trained harder than ever, determined that this time, his Olympic 
hopes would be realised. And they were…..Takacs didn’t just compete, he won gold and broke the 
Olympic record with a total of 540 points. He went on to compete in the next two Olympic 
Games….winning a second gold in 1952 and coming 8th in the 1956 Olympic Games, aged 46. I wonder 
what lessons we might learn from his courageous example?.... Just think quietly to yourself for a few 
moments…… 
 

• Slide 18: We’re going to think together now, about overcoming problems, in some very practical ways, 
using lessons we might have learned from the courage shown by Karoly Takacs – and our very own on-
screen target!: 

• Think positively: Someone once said ‘How you think about a problem is more important than the 
problem itself - so always think positively.’ Karoly Takacs shows us that the way we see a problem 
makes all the difference. He saw his injury not as a problem, but as a challenge. 

• Have a go: sometimes we can spend too much time looking at a problem figuring out the best way 
to deal with it. Looking at it won’t solve it – at some point, you have to do something! So, have a go 
– what have you got to lose? 

• Keep on trying: we need to remember that we don’t always find the solution to a problem straight 
away. Solving problems can be very hard work, and so sometimes we give up too easily. Thomas 
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Edison, the man who invented the light bulb, said that he found a thousand ways how not to make a 
light bulb before he found the right way! So….keep on trying! 

• Work together: there’s an old saying that says ‘A problem shared is a problem halved’. Everyone 
views a problem differently, because we’re all different, so when we ask for help & work with others 
to solve a problem, we learn how to listen to the ideas of others and see how another way of 
thinking can help. We’re going to sing about this in a few moments….  

 

Slide 19: Responding and words for worship 
Let’s be quiet and still with our own thoughts now….. 

……I wonder if you’re facing a problem today?…… 
….if you are, have that problem in your mind as you think….. 

…..I wonder what – or who – might help you to overcome that problem?.... 
.....we’ve thought of some practical ways to overcome the problems we might face…. 

…..thinking positively…… 
….having a go….. 

…..sharing our problems & working with others…… 
…..not giving up too easily….. 

 
Some people have another way to work out problems: to talk to God…..to pray about them. It says in the 
Bible, the special book for Christians: 
 
Slide 20: ‘If any of you needs wise advice, you should ask God, who loves to help.’ (James 1:5) 
[This might remind you of our Spring term theme, ‘Wise Words’!] 
 
Slide 21: So, I’m going to create an opportunity for anyone who wants to pray to do just that. I will say some 
words, and after I say the words ‘God, who is wise’, I invite you to join me by saying ‘HELP US WE PRAY.’ 
Slide 22: When we feel overwhelmed by a problem, and it’s hard to think positively, God, who is wise, 
‘HELP US WE PRAY’ 
Slide 23: When if feels like there’s nothing we can do, God, who is wise, ‘HELP US WE PRAY’ 
Slide 24: When we feel like giving up, God, who is wise, ‘HELP US WE PRAY’  
Slide 25: Rather than face a problem alone, help us to work together. God, who is wise, ‘HELP US WE PRAY’ 
 
Slide 26: Amen 

Sending: Slide 27 
Leader: As we leave this place & time and go into the day ahead… 
All: Let’s go for gold* in all that we do! 
 
*Again, you might need to unpick what we mean by ‘going for gold’ in the context of today’s words. 

To listen to / sing: 
Together (AAOS) or Together (NBD) 
Resilience in me (NBD), a new song 

Slide 28: Reflective areas: get practical! 
Get practical this week and prioritise working together to help each other out. Make a class list of 
all the different ways in which you have done this over the week. 
 

 
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/primary-school-songs-assembly-collective-worship-together/zcrh2v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiygQUPfCGI&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMVkNvSn36M&t=46s
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‘Here’s a problem’ cards: print these x2, and scenarios (p. 4-5) onto the reverse 

Here’s a 

problem! 

Here’s a 

problem! 

Here’s a 

problem! 

Here’s a 

problem! 
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Here’s a problem: 

The ants are being bullied by 

the grasshoppers to gather 

food for them…..         

[A Bug’s Life] 

Here’s a problem: 

A girl is made to do all the 

chores by her mean sisters. 

They are all invited to the 

Prince’s ball, but all she has 

to wear are rags….. 

[Cinderella] 

Here’s a problem: 

A little clown fish is lost in the 

ocean, but going to find him 

means facing many 

dangers……                           

[Finding Nemo] 

Here’s a problem: 

The hunt is on for some 

magic beans but whose side 

is Humpty really on?…..           

[Puss in Boots] 
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Here’s a problem: 
While he’s away on summer 

camp, Andy’s favourite toy is 

‘toynapped’ by a greedy 

collector and a rescue 

attempt begins….                           

[Toy Story 2] 

Here’s a problem: 

Ariel wants more than 

anything to be able to live 

with humans, but her father 

forbids her from having 

anything to do with 

them…..      [Little Mermaid] 

Here's a problem: 

The earth is heating up and 

Sid, Manny and Diego 

need to escape a flood 

that’s heading their 

way…..     [Ice Age 2] 
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      Courage 

Karoly Takacs showed great  

courage when he taught himself 

to shoot left-handed. He won 

Olympic gold in 1948. 

 

When have you needed help from 

someone? Or been able to work 

together to solve a problem? 

 

How does it feel when you find the 

solution to a problem? 

How might you help each other this 

week? 

 

Get practical and work together to 

solve problems this week. Make a 

class list of all the different ways that 

you find. 


