There is an accompanying PowerPoint for this assembly

EXTRA: World events.... ‘WHY, Lord?....

Age range: Primary

Theme: We gather as a community for collective worship that is inspiring, invitational and inclusive, reflecting the
fact that we are a part of a diverse school family and the wider church community. This term, we are reflecting on the
story of Moses and journeying with him as he leads God’s people from Egypt and to the Promised Land.

This is an extra offering to help you to process recent world events as a school community. Please use (or adapt) this
if it is helpful to you. We want to be clear that although this reflection is very much focused on the current conflict in
Israel/Palestine, we also don’t want to forget other parts of the world where conflict is ongoing. We also suggest that
it is not appropriate to ‘take sides’. War affects everyone. You may wish to clarify this further, especially if you have
older pupils.

Resources:

The PowerPoint slides are numbered with a point in the script so you can find your way, and the parts in bold show you
where to click on to activate the next slide or animation. There are slides to go with today’s script, but you could quite easily
use this collective worship without the PowerPoint if you preferred.

e If you have them, some pipe cleaners would be useful for this reflection. Make a question mark for the first part, and turn
it into a heart for God’s love and a dove (bird shape) for peace.
Engaging:

Slide 1: As you know, this term, we are travelling with Moses and God’s people to the land that God had %
promised them long ago. [Add where you’ve got to in the story....]

Slide 2: We know from the stories we have shared that God’s people have faced many hardships....but we also
heard that God saw it all....

Slide 3: ....and that God provided for his people in many ways.

So, it’s hard for us to see what’s going on in our world and not have questions....

Slide 4: This is Jerusalem, the capital city of the place that God’s people called the Promised Land, where they will
eventually end up in our story, as we’ll hear towards the end of term. It’s the homeland of God’s people.

But it’s also a place where there are sad events happening at the moment, as you may have seen on the news.
Here, and across the border in Gaza, as well as in many other parts of our world, people are fighting...

Slide 5: ....and people are hurting....

Slide 6: David the Psalmist wrote many songs of praise to God, but he also wrote many about hard times. Let me
read you some of his words:

How long must | worry? How long must | feel sad in my heart?....Why are you far away, Lord? Do something,
Lord God, and use your powerful arm to help those in need... ...You listen to the longings of those who suffer.
You offer them hope, and you pay attention to their cries for help.

However we are feeling, it's good to know that it’s OK to share our feelings, our worries and our concerns. If
David could do it, then so can we!

| wonder what questions feel ‘sad in your heart’ at the moment?

[If you have them, you could use pipe cleaners to make a question mark to go with this reflection]

Slide 7: Today, we simply want to pause..... and be together with our questions and our feelings....

[you might want to use this time to play some quiet music, or to talk together, before continuing with the final 2
slides]

Slide 8: Many years after Moses’ long journey with God’s people, and many years after David wrote his Psalms,
Jesus and his disciples also lived in this part of the world. They also faced uncertain times. But Jesus said to them:
‘Don't be worried! Have faith in God and have faith in me.’

Turn your pipecleaner into a heart shape, to represent God’s love

Slide 9: ....and however we are feeling, it's never wrong to hope and pray for peace, and to do whatever we can,
wherever we are, to act as peacemakers in our world.

Jesus said ‘Blessed are the peacemakers; God will call them his children’ Matthew 5:9

Turn your pipecleaner into a dove (bird) shape, to represent hope for peace

You might want to pray together before you finish, or display the doves in your reflective areas to remind you to
pray for peace — and to be peacemakers.
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