There is an accompanying PowerPoint for this assembly

EXTRA: Prayers for peace

Age range: Primary

Theme: We gather as a community for collective worship that is inspiring, invitational and inclusive, reflecting the fact that we
are a part of a diverse school family and the wider church community, serving the needs of our unique school contexts. With the
situation in the Middle East changing on a daily basis, we wanted to provide some prayer and reflection materials for you to use
both in and outside of collective worship in these challenging times. We are very mindful that using these resources will depend
very much on your context and on circumstances that may be very sensitive within your school community. And of course it is
perfectly OK NOT to use them as well! Please exercise all the usual precautions before delivering and adapt them to suit your
setting. We recognise that there are no simple answers to the problem of conflict in the world; that it is very much something
that is of concern to our children and young people and that it is not about taking sides — there are people on both sides, often
the poorest, who suffer.

How does this link to your school’s Christian vision & values?

We hope that, although the theme of peace is paramount in these materials, you will be able to find very natural links in
your own school’s vision and values with the theme here. We particularly focus on this in the early part of the script,
thinking about how we seek to ‘be peace-builders’ in our own school communities, remembering that peace starts with us. This

may help your children to have agency in a situation that might feel overwhelming and beyond their control.

Resources:

e There are extra reflective resources to support themes of peace and reconciliation within the ‘Remembrance’ section of
our Collective Worship area on the website: Remembrance - Diocese of Guildford Many of these will need very little or no
adaptation for use in your school community. Please make sure you read the words carefully before you use them!

e Thereis also a good article on BBC Newsround that helps to give the context of what’s happening in the Middle East in child-
friendly (and teacher-friendly!) language: What's happening in Iran? - BBC Newsround There are a number of video clips
which may be more appropriate for pupils in our Secondary schools.

e Asalways, words in bold indicate that you need to click to bring up a picture.

e There are two options for prayer included in this script — choose which you prefer for your setting, or use the other for a
different time in the week. You may wish to light a candle (real or virtual!) for the prayer from St. Paul’s Cathedral (slide 16)

Gathering: |I|
Slide 1: Dove of peace stilling exercise

Use the stilling slide if desired: the suggested words should be spoken slowly, leaving pauses inbetween to create a
sense of stillness.

As you sit quietly, watch the shape that’s being formed on your screen, little by little....[PAUSE]

Now practise slower breathing.....in.....and out.....in......and out.....keep this going as you continue to look at the
flowers....[PAUSE]

You maybe notice that you are feeling more peaceful and relaxed....[PAUSE]

As you breathe, think back to all the people we’ve heard about this term and the challenges that they overcame.....
[PAUSE]

We come into this special / sacred space and time to be still....to think deeply.....to be together as a school
community.....

In our time together today, we will talk about a big question, share some words and then use them to help us to
think.

But first, let’'s welcome one another as we begin....

Slide 2:
Leader: As we gather together today....
ALL: ....we bring our thoughts and our hearts into this sacred space.

Engaging:

Slide 3: Looking at this image, | wonder what you think the message is? [talk together about your %
ideas]

Our world is not a place which is at peace — there are many places where there are wars and fighting — but
there is always a place for hope that peace will come. Today we are particularly going to focus our thoughts
on the situation in the Middle East, and give an opportunity to pray for peace in that region, but we know
that there may be other parts of the world that are important to you, where we would also want peace [you
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may wish to name any that you know of impacting on your pupils or their families.] These places are not
forgotten even though the news may be reporting about elsewhere!

Slide 4: The Middle East covers a huge area. You might be able to pick out some names for countries or cities
you recognise....or places you might have heard about in the news.

What'’s happening in the Middle East is difficult for us to understand, and we know that for some people
who have family and friends who live in that part of the world, this is a very worrying time.

And so, today, we will also seek comfort from knowing that as part of a community / school family, we can
stand with each other and support one another.

Slide 5: We're going to start much closer to home — or rather to school!

| wonder how we deal with conflict / disagreement / arguing at school? [Talk especially about strategies that
children suggest, and be prepared to suggest your own, focussing on how they manage their feelings and
bring reconciliation]

These are all such great ideas and we really wish that all people across the world could listen to your ideas
and model their peace-making on how you do it!

Whilst there is conflict — disagreement — in the world, we can still do something here, in our community,
that means we learn how to build peace for ourselves for now — and for the future. Peace begins with us —
as Mother Teresa once said ‘with a smile’. Peace-making is not about taking sides, because war hurts
everyone, but about recognising that we are all human beings capable of reaching out to others, wherever
they are from. A smile is a universal action that anyone understands — and it can be a powerful tool in
peace-building!

Slide 6: But as we look at what’s going on in our world, sometimes it’s hard to know quite what to say, or
how to say it.

Christians will often turn to the words of King David’s Psalms to help them when it feels like they have no
words of their own —and we’re going to do the same to help us. Listen to these words [each phrase
animates separately. Read them out and if necessary, explain any unfamiliar words to children]

King David prayed words like these often: he lived through times of war and times of peace — and he knew
from his own experience how God was with him, that God heard, God saw and God answered.

As we think about the situations we see — and the people who are caught up in the middle of them all —
these words written by King David give us permission to express our concerns, and our desires for justice
and peace, bringing them before God who hears, and answers.

Slide 6: Responding and words of worship

As we draw near to the end of this time together as a community, let’s just be quiet. As you sit with .‘
this stillness, maybe you’d like to reflect; to bring your own thoughts, hopes or dreams about peace *

into the quietness of this moment..... [leave pause]

Slide 7: I'm going to use some of those words to help us to pray now; you can join me if you’d like to, or if
praying is not something that you're comfortable with, then hold your own thoughts in your head and heart.
The challenge of praying this prayer is that we may not always know that our prayers have been answered —
but we can be sure that God hears what we pray. So, let’s pray with confidence and compassion....

When | say the words ‘We call to you in our distress’, you can join me with ‘We trust you to answer us.

Slide 8: God who sees and hears,

We bring to you anyone who is living in the midst of conflict.

May you comfort them and bring peace to their homes and to their hearts.
‘We call to you in our distress’,

‘We trust you to answer us.”
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Slide 9: We pray for all those who are working for peace.
May you use their hands to bring healing and hope.

‘We call to you in our distress’,

‘We trust you to answer us.’

Slide 10: We pray for our world’s leaders;

Guide how they react to all that is happening.
May peace and hope triumph over fear and hate.
‘We call to you in our distress’,

‘We trust you to answer us.’

Slide 11: In a few moments of quiet, | invite you to bring your own worries, sadness and hopes to God now,
if you would like to..... [leave pause here]

‘We call to you in our distress’,

‘We trust you to answer us.’

Slide 12:

God of peace and God of love
‘We call to you in our distress’,
‘We trust you to answer us.’
Slide 13: Amen

Slide 14: | bet this image made you smile! Earlier, we were reminded about the power of a smile in the task
of peace-building — here in our school, our wider community and our world. As we leave, | want to leave
some more words with you. They’re words from the Bible that Paul wrote to his friends about peace: ‘Do
your best to live in peace with everyone’. Let’s make this happen everywhere we go today!

[Slide 16: Alternative prayer, with thanks to St. Paul’s:

We light this candle for peace...

May its light scatter the darkness;

may its flame be a symbol of hope;

may its burning be a sign of faith joining with many other lights around your world, for peace.]

Slide 15: Sending

And so, as we end this special time of reflection, we will leave with our familiar words for this term....with

Paul’s words at the end! )
Leader: As we leave this place & time and go into the day ahead...

All: May we shine like stars! — and live in peace.

[NB If you feel you need to, remind children of who they can talk to in school if they want to.]

To listen to: The Peacemakers by Karl Jenkins is a suite of music reflecting on themes of peace. This track,
‘Peace is....” is a beautiful reflection using words attributed to Terry Waite CBE, who Envoy to the
Archbishop of Canterbury in the 1980s and was held captive in the Middle East whilst negotiating for the
release of hostages. Karl Jenkins also wrote a mass for peace called The Armed Man. The track ‘Sanctus’ is
particularly striking.

To sing: If you want to sing together, the song ‘Kindness’ (from Nick and Becky Drake) has some very simple

words: The Kindness Song | Official Lyric Video | Songs for School; or Peace be in our waking (BBC)
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Reflective areas:

If you wish to use some extra reflective ideas to support children with their emotions or questions in
relation to this theme, then you can find some helpful resources here: Remembrance - Diocese of
Guildford Many of these will need very little or no adaptation for use in your school community.
Please make sure you read the words carefully before you use them!

There are also a number of resources created by Engage Worship for churches, which could be easily adapted,
including alternative songs to listen to: Prayers for Peace - engageworship
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