There is an accompanying PowerPoint for this assembly '

12. Love one another....

Age range: Primary

Theme: We gather as a community for collective worship that is inspiring, invitational and inclusive, reflecting the
fact that we are a part of a diverse school family and the wider church community. This term, we begin a series of
themes based on wise words — all of them from the Bible, all of them ancient advice about how to live, but in our
modern world, they often sound surprisingly up to date! We have some final words in our Wise Words theme — this
time from the Easter story.

How does this link to your school’s Christian vision & values?
Throughout this term, we encourage you to link each week’s collective worship to your school vision —and the way that
you live this out through your values. Most of the themes should easily allow for this.

Resources:

e The PowerPoint slides are numbered with a point in the script so you can find your way, and the parts in bold show you
where to click on to activate the next slide or animation.

e There are 2 options for the introductory activity in today’s script: either the very familiar story ‘Guess How Much | Love
You’, or the words ‘I love you’ in different languages represented in your school community — or you could use both! These
are on slides 5&6.

e Reflective prayer activity: You will need a bowl full of confetti hearts for your reflective area this week

Gathering: J_l_
Slide 1: Use our new gathering words. Why not invent your own actions to accompany them? I
e Leader: We are here together

e Children: With ears ready to hear and hands ready to serve.

e All: May we be wise in all our actions today.

Engaging:
Slide 2: So, this week, we reach the end of our term, and the end of our Wise Words theme. | wonder how %
many we can remember....here are some picture clues to remind us.....

Slide 3: Work hard, like the ants!

Good people look after their animals.

The lives of good people are like lights in the darkness.

Whenever you are able, do good to people who need your help.....

Slide 4: ...and last week, we heard the Wise Words ‘We show what we are like by what we do.” and thought about
how Jesus showed this in the way that he lived. Later in our time together today, we will hear some more words from
Jesus, as part of a very familiar story, but first.....

OPTIONAL Slide 5: Guess how much I love you...

| wonder if you know this story? [ask children to paraphrase, or if time allows, you could share the book together]

It’s a lovely story about the love between Big Nutbrown Hare and Little Nutbrown Hare — and the many ways in which
they try to put into words the love that they have for each other. Many of you may have your own way of saying ‘I
love you to the moon and back’ with your own families [you could share your examples here]

OR, OPTIONAL Slide 6: | wonder how many ways we can say ‘l love you’?

It’s important to find some ways using languages spoken in your school community — there are a few here to get you
started....

Slide 7: At the very heart of the Easter story are these words about love, spoken by Jesus: ‘As | have loved you, so
you must love one another.’ . They were the last, wise words of advice that Jesus gave to his disciples, as they were
gathered around the table, eating the Passover with him.

Slide 8: Just like the Nutbrown Hares tried to find ways to express the deep love that they had for each other,
Christians believe that Jesus showed deep love in the events that followed. In stretching out his arms on the cross, it’s
as if Jesus was saying ‘This is how much | love you!’ [enough to die to pay for all the wrong things that people would
say or do to each other] Jesus’ death didn’t seem to make sense to the disciples at the time....

Slide 9: — and so it was only once Easter Day had come and Jesus was alive again that they realised what this deep
love meant for them, and how they should try to live their lives, following Jesus’ example, serving one another &
putting the needs of others first. It’s what Christians all over the world will be remembering this Easter time —and
putting into practice in their own lives.
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Slide 10: Responding and words for worship
Let’s gather our thoughts together now, as we take time to be still and quiet. ‘
We've heard today how Christians believe Jesus showed how much he loved the world, in what .
happened that very first Easter, and that they try to live as he showed them to, loving one another.
....| wonder who you love, and how you show this?....
....| wonder how we might show love for each other, here in our school community?....
....or in our families this Easter time?.....

Slide 11: Reflection and Prayer
In the stillness now, think about someone you love... and something you might do to show them this.

I’'m going to pray a short prayer which you can join in with if you would like to make it yours, making a commitment
to love and care for each other. It’s very similar to the prayer that we used last week, and there are some words for
you, after | say the word ‘God’: ‘We will love each other.’

Slide 12: In our words, God: ‘We will love each other.’

Slide 13: In our actions, God: ‘We will love each other.’

Slide 14: In our school, God: ‘We will love each other.’

Slide 15: In our families, God: ‘We will love each other.’

Slide 16: Amen

Sending: Slide 17
Leader: As we leave this place & time and go into the day ahead... '
All: May today’s words help us to make wise choices.

To listen to / sing:
An Easter song from your school’s collection, or

Slide 18: Reflective prayer activity:

Put some heart confetti into your reflective area this week.

Share the love this week, in as many different ways as you can — and take a heart for your
pocket to remind you to do this!
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“As | have loved you, so you should love
one another.”

‘ Think about someone you care
. deeply about. How do you show
that you love them?

Talk together about how you might
show love in different ways as part
of your class community.

Take a small heart to remind you to
show love to one another this week.
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