There is an accompanying PowerPoint for this assembly

14. Hope for the everyday

Age range: Primary

Theme: We gather as a community for collective worship that is inspiring, invitational and inclusive, reflecting the
fact that we are a part of a diverse school family and the wider church community. This term, we are focussing on
creativity, and the content of an exhibition being hosted in Surrey this term: Threads Through the Cross, the work of
textile artist Jacqui Parkinson. Throughout these final few weeks of term, we will be drawing on traditions
associated with Advent, but picking up on the key thought about Hope that we introduced in the final Threads
Through the Cross panel, last week. Today, we hear about the meaning of one of Jesus’ names: Immanuel, which
means ‘God is with us’ (literally: Im=with; nu=us; el=God, so ‘with us God’). The world that Jesus was born into was
not so very different from ours: Israel was under Roman occupation, power and might seemed to be the order of
the day — and ordinary people were often sidelined and overlooked.

How does this link to your school’s Christian vision & values?

We will be thinking about the word Hope over the coming weeks, as we link with the Cathedral art theme for 2025, but

also draw on what this word might mean for us in our school, our communities, and our world. Today’s materials link to

how Jesus — Immanuel (‘God with us’) — came to bring hope to very ordinary people. NB We will use some words in prayer today
that not all pupils in your community will be able to pray: the idea that Jesus is ‘God with us’ is a Christian idea not shared by

Muslim and Jewish people. We reflect this in the way that the prayer is presented, so pupils will be able to opt in or opt out of

praying.

Resources:

e The PowerPoint slides are numbered with a point in the script so you can find your way, and the parts in bold show you
where to click on to activate the next slide or animation. There are slides to go with today’s script, but you could quite easily
use some of this collective worship without the PowerPoint if you preferred.

e You will need to ask any children who speak additional languages at home — or know words in other languages — to share
what they are and what they mean. You might need to prepare younger pupils in advance.

e Reflective prayer activity: use our image Advent Calendar, which will contain reflective materials throughout this season.

Gathering: 2" week of Advent J_l-
Slide 1: Use this special greeting for the Advent season, as you light your Advent candle. I
Leader: As we light our Advent candle...

All: May today’s thoughts bring us hope, like light in the darkness.

Engaging:

o Slide 2: Last week, we revisited the Annunciation, and the not-so-secret messages that were %
hidden in the angel’s words to Mary.

We're going to think about some more words today....

e Slide 3: ....starting with some words that you might know from other languages — and what they mean.
[ask children to share any words they know in their home language, or any other languages....]

Here’s a word you might NOT know, a word that we often hear at this time of year as people tell the
story of the birth of Jesus. It's a name given to Jesus..... Immanuel which literally means ‘God with us’
[or rather ‘With-Us-God’ — Im=with; Nu=us; EI=God] which again, comes from the words of the Prophet
Isaiah (chapter 7:14) and is an idea that is very important to Christians.

Today, we are going to think about the message of hope that Christians believe is in this name, through
the ordinary people in the Nativity account.

e Slide 4: We read in Luke chapter 2 that ‘At that time, Augustus Caesar sent an order to all people in the
countries that were under Roman rule. The order said that they must list their names in a register.....And
everyone went to their own towns to be registered. So, Joseph....went to the town of Bethlehem in
Judea....because he was from the family of David. ....While Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem, the
time came for her to have the baby. She gave birth to her first son. There were no rooms left in the inn,
so she wrapped the baby with cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no guest room
available for them.’

This wonderful sculpture by Peter Busch is made entirely out of sand, imagining Mary and Joseph as
they search for a room.
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We know very little about the innkeeper who found them a space ‘round the back!” (to quote Nicholas
Allan!), but we can be sure that they would have been very busy with so many guests in Bethlehem.

| wonder if the innkeeper, going about his ordinary, everyday business of running an inn, had any idea
that the baby born in his barn was Jesus — Immanuel: ‘God with us’? [Talk together for a few minutes if
you can: if you have the Nicholas Allan book ‘Jesus’ Christmas Party’, this explores the possible story of
the events, in a very child-friendly, humorous way! Maybe add it to your reading list during Advent.]

e Slide 5: The shepherds, too, were going about their ordinary, everyday business, looking after their
sheep in the fields near Bethlehem. As we saw on Jacqui’s panel, they were interrupted by angels with
GOOD NEWSL..... ‘Do not be afraid! | bring good news of great joy for all people.” and ‘Today your
Saviour was born in David’s town. He is Christ, the Lord....” And these poor, ordinary shepherds were
the very first people to know!

Unlike the innkeeper, we DO know what the shepherds’ reaction was — they RAN to Bethlehem and
found the baby, Mary and Joseph exactly as the angel had told them they would. | wonder how it felt for
them to know that this baby, Jesus, Immanuel — was God with them too!

o Slide 6: After the shepherds left the stable, they told everyone they met about what they had seen and
the good news about Immanuel: ‘God with us’ because the angels had said that this news was good
news for all people....
| wonder how other, ordinary people felt when they heard that God was ‘with them’?....[you might want
to talk again...]

e Slide 7: We've been thinking today about Immanuel: ‘God with us’ and how there were ordinary people
in the Nativity who heard about the birth of Jesus, and learned of the angels’ words about this good
news for everyone.

It’s a really big idea for Christians that it’s possible for God to become a human being, just like us, in the
person of Jesus —and it’s not very easy to explain either!! In fact, it’s so hard to explain that Christians
call it a Mystery, the Mystery of the Incarnation.....which is another big thought for another day!! But
throughout Advent and Christmas these special words ‘Immanuel — God with us’ will be heard in
millions of churches across the world....

e Slide 8: Churches like these.....all celebrating that Jesus came to Immanuel — God with them too.

[L-R, top-bottom: Christmas worship in Cuba. Myanmar, Bangkok & Columbia (with hand-made
decorations sold to raise money for poor communities) — all photos ©IMB International Mission Board]

Slide 9: Responding and words for worship

e We're going to be quiet and still now and think....about Immanuel: God with us. ‘
We've heard how Jesus, Immanuel — God with us — was born in a humble stable, as part of an °
ordinary community, where humble shepherds were the first to be told.

....| wonder what this might mean as we live our ordinary lives?.... [PAUSE]
e Slide 10: .... wonder what this might mean for us here, in our school community?....or for our
families?.... [PAUSE]

e Slide 11: ....I wonder if there are places in our world where people might need to know that God is
with them this Christmas?.... [PAUSE]
In the quietness of this moment, you might want to bring people or places into your mind, and maybe
pray for them that they will know God with them this Advent.

Slide 12: Prayer

We are going to pray now, using the words that we have been thinking about during our time together
today: when | say the word ‘Immanuel’ there are some words that you can join in with ‘God is with us’, if
you’d like to. If this is not something that you are comfortable with, then just be quiet with your own
thoughts or prayer [NB Watch out for the change of word on slide 16, ‘God is with them.’]

‘ Creativity: Threads Through the Cross 14. Messages of hope: Hope for the everyday

e\

Guildford ( | >
DAL A



Slide 13: As we think about this special story, of Jesus, born as a baby, may we remember that he is
Immanuel, God is with us....

Slide 14: As we go about our busy, ordinary lives this Christmas time, may we know the peace of
Immanuel, God is with us....

Slide 15: As we gather in our homes this Christmas time, may we feel the love of

Immanuel, God is with us....

Slide 16: In the places where people most need peace, may they too know that

Immanuel, God is with them....

Slide 17: Amen.

Sending: Slide 18
Use these words throughout Advent (the number of candles will change each week!) \‘ v

Leader: As we leave this place & time...
All: May the hope of Advent shine brightly in our school today.

To listen to / sing:
To sing: Mary had a baby (BBC) The Virgin Mary had a baby boy (BBC), The Angels Knew (NBD) or school choice

Slide 19: Reflection spaces — online Advent calendar
BN e the link to connect you to reflective materials for school days during Advent.

‘ Creativity: Threads Through the Cross 14. Messages of hope: Hope for the everyday

B\

Guildford( | >
RANSFORMING CHURCH
TRANSEORMNG LIVES


https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zvdx2sg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zd8yhcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uX6kpwyVPVk

