Ashes and Flowers Services for Ash Wednesday and Easter for School
Our thanks to Send CE Primary School for sharing these scripts and idea for ash crosses and flowers.
These two services are designed to link, with the same long white cloth making the path at both services. The second one works well at the end of an Easter Pause day. 
Part 1 Ash Wednesday Service 

	Setting 
	Set up focus table at front with a long piece of white/ pale cloth running down the centre of the hall leading to the table. 

	Leader
	Today, we're going to talk about a special journey, like walking on two very important paths.
The first path takes us to a quiet place, like a desert. It's the start of our journey, called Lent. Imagine walking on a sandy path where you can think and talk to God, just like Jesus did. It's a time to be thoughtful and maybe even give up something special, to focus on what's important.
Let's think about these paths and how they help us learn about Jesus.

	Child
	 ‘Do you find it easy to admit when you are wrong?’
(Ask the children, adult to support in gathering responses if appropriate)

	Child
	It isn’t always easy to admit when we are wrong, but brave people face up to their mistakes and, when they do, they find others are willing to help put it right together

	Child
	Our bible story this morning is about someone who made a massive mistake and did lots of things wrong, but it all turned out right in the end 

	Children read/ act  
	The Story of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32) 
The Story of the Lost Son
There was once a father who had two sons. One day, the younger son said, "Dad, I want my share of your money now!" Even though this was unusual, the father agreed and gave him his part of the money.
The younger son packed his things and left home. He travelled far away and spent all his money on things he didn’t need. Soon, he had nothing left. Then, a great famine came, and there was no food anywhere. He was so hungry that he took a job feeding pigs. He was so poor that he even thought about eating the pigs’ food!
One day, he thought, "My father’s workers have food to eat, but I am starving! I will go home and tell my father that I made a big mistake and ask if I can work for him."
So, he started the long walk home. While he was still far away, his father saw him. The father was so happy that he ran to his son and hugged him tightly.
"Father, I’m so sorry," the son said. "I don’t deserve to be your son anymore."
But the father called his servants and said, "Bring my son fresh clothes and prepare a big meal! We must celebrate—my son was lost, but now he is home!"
The older brother was not happy when he saw the celebration. "I have always obeyed you, and you never threw a party for me!" he complained.
The father said, "My dear son, I love you, and everything I have is yours. But your brother was lost and now he’s back! We must celebrate because he has come home."
This story teaches us that no matter what mistakes we make, we can always be forgiven when we are truly sorry. Just like the father forgave his son, God is always ready to forgive us when we return to Him.

	Rev Louise
	Reflection 
Just like the son in the story, we all make mistakes. Sometimes, we might take a wrong path, just like the younger son did. He wanted his own way and ended up lost and alone. But when he realised his mistake, he decided to walk back home, to the path that led to his father.
Just like the father in the story, God is always ready to forgive us when we are truly sorry. And that’s what Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent is about. It's a time to be honest about our wrong turns, to admit when we’ve made mistakes, and to start walking on the right path again.
Ash Wednesday is like a chance to say, "I'm sorry, God, I've taken some wrong turns.".
Just like the Lost Son found his way back home, we can always find our way back to God when we admit our mistakes and ask for forgiveness. So, as we begin our journey through Lent, let's remember that even when we take wrong turns, God is always waiting to welcome us back with open arms.
We take a moment in silence to think about times when we may have taken a wrong turn or made a wrong choice. How can we be better? 

	Child
	Let us ask God to bless us during this season of Lent. If you would like to join in, we can say ‘Hear our prayer’ 

	Child
	We ask God to help us to notice the good things that God and others give us. 
Lord in your mercy….

	Child
	We ask God to help us forgive anyone who has hurt us. Lord in your mercy…

	Child
	We ask God to help us to say sorry to anyone whom we have hurt. Lord in your mercy…

	Child
	We ask God to help us to share with others. Lord in your mercy…

	Child 
	We ask God to help us to turn away from selfishness. Lord in your mercy…

	Rev. Louise 
	So, we've talked about paths, mistakes, and the story of the Lost Son. Now, let's talk about something we see at the start of our Lent journey: ashes.

Think about the Lost Son. He had to walk a long way home, and maybe he felt dirty and dusty from his journey. When he finally got there, he admitted his mistakes.

Ashes are a symbol of that. They remind us of being sorry, of admitting when we've taken a wrong turn on our path. Imagine you've been playing outside and you're covered in dirt. Ashes are a bit like that dirt; they show us that we're not perfect.

On Ash Wednesday, some people go to church and have a cross made of ashes placed on their foreheads.

 This isn't about being sad or ashamed, but about being honest. It's like saying, "I know I've made mistakes, and I want to start fresh."   
Then, after walking this quiet path for a while, we come to the most exciting path of all! This path leads us to Easter! It's like a bright, sunny road filled with joy and surprises! This path reminds us of the amazing thing that happened when Jesus rose again!

	Leader 
	In the hall today you will notice we have made a path leading to our worship table and the cross. 

We are thinking about how we can walk on the right path, a path of kindness, peace, love and justice for all. 

As we go out today, child A and child B, Rev L and I have some bowls of ashes. You might like to make a thumb or fingerprint or draw a cross on our Lenten pathway to show that you are going to try and follow the right path this Lent, all the way until we get to Easter. 






Part Two Easter Service

	Setting 
	Children and staff gathered in the hall. 
The path from Ash Wednesday is clearly visible, leading from the back of the hall to the cross/tomb at the front. Flowers are placed over the crosses along the path.

	Leader
	We have come to the end of our special day, a day where we have paused to remember the amazing journey of Easter.

	Child
	Over the season of Lent, we have often thought about paths and journeys. We thought about the path Jesus walked, a path that led him to the cross. It was a difficult path; a path filled with suffering and sadness. We see the cross here in front of us, a reminder of that part of the journey.

	Child
	But that was not the end of the path. Today, we have remembered how the path took a new turn. The women came to the tomb and found it empty! The path led to a surprise, to a miracle, to something wonderful and new!

	Child
	The empty tomb reminds us that even when things seem darkest, even when we face our own difficult paths, there is always hope. Just as Jesus' journey didn't end at the cross, our journeys don't end in sadness either. God is with us, guiding us, and leading us towards new life.

	Leader  
	We are going to sing 'Sing Out an Easter Song'. As we sing, let us remember that Easter is a time for singing and shouting for joy because Jesus is alive!

	All
	Song - Sing Out an Easter Song

	Child
	That song captures the joy of Easter! It reminds us that Jesus' journey, though it had sad parts, ended in victory!

	Child
	As we prepare to leave, we are going to celebrate this joy! We are going to sing a song of praise, a song called 'Easter Jubilation'. As we sing, let us clap our hands and let our feelings out!

	All
	Song - Easter Jubilation

	Leader
	As you leave today, you will be invited to take a flower from the path. These flowers are a symbol of new life, a reminder of the new life we celebrate at Easter.
(Children are directed to take a flower as they leave.)

	Leader
	As you take your flower, remember the journey of Easter. Remember the path that led from sadness to joy, from death to life. And remember that, like Jesus, we are all on a journey, and God is with us every step of the way.

	Leader
	Loving God,
Thank you for the journey of Easter, for showing us that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope. Thank you for Jesus, who walked the path before us and showed us the way to new life.
Help us to remember the joy of this day, the joy of the empty tomb, the joy of new beginnings. May the flowers we take with us remind us of your love and your promise to be with us always, on every path we take.
Amen.

	
	The children are dismissed, taking a flower as they go.



